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o iting, 1 ventured to ſet torth a Copy-Boor, the Accompliſh d 
Eo k , - arr Sr freedom of the Pez in Writing al/ the uſi ua 
Hands of Emeland : much differing from any thing formerly publiſhed of _—_ =_ 
Which meeting with an Approbation among the Ingenious ; the way Of JF": ing , 
Ergland became generally much Improved 1na few Years. This —_ _ __ ge- 
ment to Publiſh ſeveral other uſeful Books, and Pieces of VVriting or . $458 _ 
ment of Penmanſhip, and the better fittingof Youth tor buſineſs, w <1 a = 
to be Apprentices : Among which are the Tradeſman's Copy-Book ;, Andt - out 5 
IntroduFion to Trade. The latter being an Exercile-Book to employ yr = 1e 
Writing-School, out of School-time as well as in it. And findingthat t x _ 
of my Firſt Accompliſs'd Clerk began to Wax ſomewhat faint under t! | _ 
they had undergone for ſo many Years, I ſet my ſelf once more (tho with =_ 
rentancy ) to Engrave the Book again De Novo, excepting three ] pon be OW- 
Ing herein the Example of {ome Ship-wrights, that when they Re _ _— a 
ted Ship, do uſually place in ſome of her Old Timber, which at her Launching 
r firſt Name. . | 
wh ; my woe 6 |" mrane of uſeful Writing and Practical Penmanſhip, I 
have ſtudied the Plaineſt, Free, Natural. and moſt Clerk-like way of H muy all 
Herds that my time would give me leave to think of ; as being moſt bene F5s 
for ſach that want the help of a Maſter. And my chief aim has been ” - n = 
my Book very InſtruQive to a/ Ingenious PraFtitioners of Writing 5 x on hy 
Albhabets will ſufficiently Evince to al/ thatare capable to judge hereo, ave M to 
endeavoured to make all the Copies like to Free Writing and Natural Penmanſhip. 
There arz indeed ſome of the Hands in this Book, which have a Different Turn 


. J.i-m tho 
| , Fad = [1 V( S [ o Fn- o 
Hs made ſome Eſſays about Twenty Years ago to mtroguce Us 


from any thingl have yet publiſhed ; I cannot lay theſe are more Corre#ly Engraver | 


\ »y L 


than ſome Pieces of my laſt Large COPY-BOOK, Entituled the Writing Maſter, 


or [utor to Penmanſhip; Containing about ffty Plates full of Work; Shewing much 
Variety of the Free and Natrral 1] riting of all Hands pradtiſed in Fzeland. And 
although th- Book for the Number and Largeneſs of the Flates, Variety and} 
Quantity of Writing; . may be reckoned among One of the Greateſt COP Y- 
BOOKS 4a the World ; Yet can it merit nothing on that Account further than jt 
is conducive-to improve and promote the Ar? of Triting and Penmanſhip row i» 
Ofe. The Charge of Ereravins ſuch great Plates, and the care taken thercin to 
bring up the Engraving ſo nigh the Natrre of the Per « 2nd being Printed on very 
fine Large Paper, makes the Book to be ſold fo dear as fifteen Shillings: A very high 


price for an Exgliſh Copy-Bcok, until you come to buy the Works of ſome Abcicrt 


Foreign Maſters, which are not of that general uſe to Eveli/h Penmen; and yet are 
ue ot any Copy-Book publiſhed 


fold at twice, and ſome of them at 7hbrice the val 
in Ereland. 


When I firſt employed the Engraver, -1 hoped in much leſs time to have 
brought the Engraving of Writing to more Perfe@ion : being not then appre- 
henſive of the Obſtacles I were to Encounter withal. And notwithſtanding I may, 
without Vanity, pretend to have carried the Engraving of Writing to a Higher 
degree of Excellency, and made it more like to Natural Penmanſhip than 
any One in Ermelard that hath hitherto Publiſhed among us a Work of this Nature 
Yet Time and Experience hath convinced me after all my Endeavours, how 
very diftcult it is (1 had almoſt ſaid impoſlible) for the Graver in ſome Hands to 
come Nicely up to the Nature and Freedozz of the Pen: Anattainment, Ithink, not 
to be thought on bnt by one that has no other Buſineſs to follow ; and is both an 
Excellent Penman and Engraver. And 'tis poſſible even for ſ#ch an One too, to be 
gulty of ſome little ozviſſrons, ſiips or touches, that will unavoidably make faults in 
Letters : Inſomuch that I have ſometimes wondered how the Engraver has done 
his work ſo well as it is. Could there indeed be found out a Perman and Engraver 
with ſuch Poliſk'd Natures, as to have each an 1»f//ible Hand andU nerring Judg- 
ment, Wonders would be then produced 5 But ſuch admirable Properties, and 
Qualifications, being ſcldom or rarely pretended to on this ſide the Alps : This 
Art mult expe@ its further Improvement inthe Old Road of Diligence, Application, 
and Delight. It is however ſome pleaſure and ſatisfaction tome to find from what 
has been already done and publiſhed, That the Penmanſhip of Erelard is ſo welt 
Advanced, as to make us Equal, if not Swperiour to our Neighbours abroad. 
And as it is unreaſonable in this or any other Art, to expe& any one to preſcribe 
to Poſterity ; fo I do not doubt but ſome generous Aſpirers among us after 
Penmanſhip, will be able in time Infinitely to excel them, 

F. Ayres 
November 30. 1700. 


From my IWriting- School o# the North-fide of St. Paul's School 
m $t, Paul's Church-lard ; where TJouth may Board, 


T. 
\ any 'tis from ſtupidity or no, 


I know not ; but I ne're could firid 
Why I one Thought or Paſſion ſhould beſtow 
On Fame, that gaudy Ido! of mankind. 
Call me not Storch; no, I can purſue 
Things exce//ent with as much zeal as you z 
But here f own my ſelt to be, 
A very luke-warm Votary. 


[T, 


Should thouſand Excellencies in me meet, 
And one bright Conſtel/ation frame, 

*Tis (till as Men's phantaſtick Humours hit, 
Whether I'm written in the Book of Fame. 
So tho' the Sun be ne're ſo fair and bright, 

And ſhine with free uninterrupted light, 

"Tis as the Clouds diſpoſed are, 
E're he.can paint his Image there, 


III. 


The World is ſeldom to true Merit juſt, 
Through Ezvy or through Iprorance : 
True Worth, like Yalour, oft lies hid in duſt, 
While ſome falſe Hero's grac'd with a Romance, 
The zrze God's Altar oft negle&ed lies, 
When [dols have Perfumes and Sacrifice. 
And tho' the true One ſome adore, 
Yet thoſe that do blaſpheme are more. 


PR __—_ 
IV. 


Yet grant that Merit were of Fame ſecure, 
VVhat's Reputation, what is Praiſe ? 
Who'd one day's toil, or ſleepleſs night endure, 
Such a vain Babel of eſteerz to raile ? 
Pleas'd with his hidden worth the Great and Wiſe, 
Can, like his God, this foreigy Good deſpiſe ; 
Whoſe Happineſs would ne're be leſs, 
Tho' none were made to Praiſe or Bleſs. 


V. 


Even 1, who dare not rank my ſelf with-thoſe, 

Who pleas'd into themſelves retire, 

Find yet in great Applanſes leſs repoſe, 

And do Fame leſs, leſs than my ſelf admire. 
Let her loud Trumpet ſound me far and-near, 
Th' Antipodes will never of me hear : 

Or were I known throughout this Bal. 
I've but a Point, when I have AP. 


— TL 


Then as for Gfory, which comes after Fate, 

All that can then of me be ſaid, 

I value leaſt of all ; it comes too /ate, 

'Tis like the embalming of the ſenfeſs dead. 
Others with pleaſure, what me labour coſt, 
May read, and praiſe, but to we all 1s loſt, 

Juſt as the Sun no Joy does find 
In that his Light which chears Menkind, 


- als. ws i ne 4 
| 


VII. 


Or ſhould I after Fate has clos'd my Eyes, 
Should I my living Glories know, 
My wiſer improv'd Soul will then deſpiſe 
All that poor Mortals ſay or think below. 
Even they who of Mens ignorance before 
Complain'd, becauſe few did their works adore; 
Will then the ſelf-ſame Cerſare raiſe, 
Not from their S:/exce but their Praiſe. 


VIIL.” 


Or grant 'twou'd pleaſure bring to know that T 


After my death /:ve ſtill in Fame ; 
Thoſe that ad-rire me too muſt ſhorly dye, 
And then, where's my Memorial, where my Name? 
My Fame, tho' lozger-liv/d, yet once ſhall have, 
Like me, its Death, its Funeral, its Grave. 
This only difference will remain, 
I ſhall, That never, Riſe again, 


I X, 


Death and Deſtru&ion ſhall e're long deface 
The World, the work of Hands divine, 
What Pillars then, or Monuments of Braſs 
Shall from the general ruin reſcue mine ? 
All then ſhall equal be ; I care not then 
To be a while the talk and boaſt of Merz. 
This only grant, that I may be, 
Prais'd by thy Angels, Lord, and Thee, 


BOOKS Publiſhed by the Author, 


ay Autor » a 1 _ a Copy-Book containing fifty large Plates, ſhewing all the Va- | Round-Hand, the Other the Merchant-like Running-Hand. Prfce of each one Shilling; 
1»gliſh Penmanſhip now in uſe. Price fifteen Shillings, A Dnarto Copy, ſhewing all the Varieties of the Modiſh Round-hand, in four Setts of' 


The Tradeſman's Copy- Book, ſhewing Variety of Receipts, Bills of Parſels, Bills of Debts 
Promiſary Notts, Bills of Exchange, Account of Sales; Invoyces Keconnt Currant Rela | 
the Method of 2 Cath-Book ; Written in all the modiſh Running: Hands now uſed. Pr. 2 5. 

Tonth's Introdu#ion to Trad:, An Exerciſe-Book for Youth at the Writing School, in Arith- 


metick, and ſhewing the Forms cf Receipts, Invoyces, Bill Y . 
of Sales, ©c. © Printed and Sold by Sa. her in Conbill. - ens Fro 
The Pan!-School Round Hand, in two lingle-lin'd Copy-Books, One ſhewing the ſtrong 


ſingle-line Copies z each Sett twenty-four Copies, with their Alphabets. Price 4s. _ 

The Penman's Daily Pra&iſe, a Cyphering-Book, ſhewing great Variety of Penmanſhipand 
Command of Hand, a Book of great uſe to the Country Writing-Maſters. Price 4. s. 

The ſtriking Copy-Book, ſhewing Variety of Capital Letters, ſtruck by Command of Hand. 
Price one Shilling. ; 

The Accurate Penman, Being the Old Accompliſh'd Clerk, with fome Additions ; 1s now 
Printed and Sold by the Author for 1 s.- 6 d, BR uh 
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